
THE WEATHER.

WHEN soda crackers are damp, as
tnougn water-soake- d, the indications
are favorable lor rain.

The annual rainfall of St. Louis ig
said to be 42 inches; of London, 25; of
JNew York, 43.

OVER one-ha- lf of the vapor in the
atmosphere is within 0,000 feet of the
surface of the earth.

The seven years of drought ard
famine in Egypt recorded in Genesis
began in the year B. C. 1708.

In 1740 the Thames froze solid, and
a fair was held on the ice. It was kept
open for nine weeks.

Most of the storm-producin- g' strata
of the air lie below the tops of the
highest mountain ranges.

IN the United States the rainfall of
the four seasons is about equal in
amount in each season.

In the temperate znes, the maxi-
mum of heat is attained about a month
after the longest days.

IN Norway the perpetual snow lino
is at 2,400 feet; in the Himalayas,
700; in the Andes,

SUN spots, now believed to have an
effect on meteorological phenomena,
were first observed in 1611.

The ancients entertained the idea
that the dew was d stilled upon tho
earth by the moon and stars.

"When pigs are seen carrying straw
in their mouths, the omen is favorablo
for a change of weather.

In 764 tho cold at Constantinople
was so severe that the Black Sea was
frozen for fifty miles from shore.

A rapidly rising barometer indi-
cates an unsettled condition of the
weather; a gradual rise, the contrary.

A FALLING barometer while a north
wind is blowing indicates snow in win-
ter and rain or hail in summer.

POINTERS.

The United States can turn out 3G0,-000,0- 00

pounds of copper yearly.
The Governor General of Canada re-

ceives a salary of $50,000 a year.
A peach orchard at Mesilla, N. M.,

was sold the other day for $50,000.
There are more than 210,000 miles

of telegraph lines in this country.
The world's wheat crop for this year

is estimated at 447,000,000 bushels.
A New YORK girl has the best doll

house in the world. It cost $20,000.
Raising peppermint is tho leading

industry of Wayne County, Now YorK.
The United States sent 27,436,000

pounds of cotton to Switzerland in
1892.

The gripmon cn tho Broadway cable
road of New York are paid 40 cents a
trip.

A Swedish coppor mine has been
worked without interruption for b00
years.

Counterfeit whalebone is coming
Into use as the genuine articlo becomes
scarce.

About 40,000,000 feet of timber are
annually made up into matches in this
country.

For short English typewriter girls
are called typistes, while tho boys aro
simply typists.

Bicycles are becoming so largo a
property interest that some Eastern
cities tax them.

France has tho largest public debt
of any country in the world. It amounts
to $6,120,000,0J0.

It is proposed to erect a $1,000,000
plant for smelting and reducing ores
at Perth Amboy, N. J.

The United States manufactures
more iron, steel, copper and lead than
any other country on the globe.

OUR POPULATION.

The swamp regions of this country
and the alluvial districts of the Mis-eisaip- pi

have 2.G!',000 population,
mostly colored; in tho desert and tOJii-dese-rt

regions there at e 1,4G.),000; in
the Rocky fountains, 1,535.000.

The greatest preponderance of fe-
males to males is found in tho District
of Columbia, whore tho propoition is
110,242 females to 100,000 m&los. This
is due to tho extensive employment of
women In the Government 'offices.

A population of 2 to G tot bo square
mile indicates a grazing country; of 0
to 8 a farming region in an early state
of development; 13 to 45, a farming
dist ict highly developed; a greater
number a manufacturing region.

The ave ?.se number of persons to a
family in thii country has steadily de-
creased since 185a At that census
there were 5.55 persons to each family;
now there are 4.93. The greatest de-
crease has been in Maine, from 5.64
to 4.40.

Under the treaty of Gaudalupe Hi-
dalgo, all persons in tho acquired ter-
ritory who were regarded as citizens
of Mexico were considered to becomo
citizens of tho United States, and thus
many people of many tribes in Mexico,
Arizona and California aro legally cit-
izens.

In Missouri and Kansas tho foreign
element, or its immediate descendants,
comprises over a fourth of the popula-
tion; in Ohio, a littlo over a third; inIowa and Nebraska, between a third
and a half: in Illinois, Michigan, Wis-
consin, Minnesota, North Dakota and
South Dakota, the persons of foreign
birth, or their descendants of the first
generation, outnumber tho native pop-
ulation.

ROMAN AND GREEK BELIEFS.

Fama was tho goddess of gossip.
Hera Partiienia was worshiped bv

brides.
Fabulinus taught Roman children

to tpeak.
Cutting the hair is a sign of mourn-

ing in Persia.
To Artemis wives prayod in critical

periods of life.
Harpies were demons of death who

carried off the soul.
The Lemnada watched over the

lakes and ponds of Greece.
Greek and Roman virgins prayed to

Fortuna for a good husband.
There are said to bo over 3,000,000

deities in the Hindoo mythology.
Roman wives whoso husbands had

gone to war sacrificed to Victoria.
At one time there were temples or

altars to over 30,000 deities in Athens.
The Pierides gave Greek girls such

graces of mind and body as they pos-
sessed,

A Greek calf could not be raised
without tho aid of twenty-seve- n dif--

POPULAR SCIENCE.

A wound made by the tooth of the
cobra species of serpent i-- j a mere
puncture and causes little swelling.
The person bitten is killed byparalj-si- s

of the nerve tenters. The danger of
tho rattlesnake bite, on the other
hand, i-- . from mortification of tho in-
jured part, which may proceed to far
that the flesh actually putrefies.

In regard to the mammoth remains
of Canada and Alaska, Dr. G. M. Daw-
son notes that in the northwestern part
of the continent they are abundant in,
if not confined to, tho limits of a great
unglaciated area there, comprising
nearly all Alaska and part of the ad-
jacent Yukon district of Canada. No
mastodon bones have been reported
from this region.

The toad is a higher animal than
the frog, because it gives birth to lit-
tle air-breathi- ng toads, whereas the
frog lays egg- - that produce fish-lik- e

tadpoles. Üut the frog is in t e t tain re-
spects the most wonderful creature in
tne world. Think of a vegetable-eatin- g

fish with gills that turns into an
air-breathin- g lani animal, developing
teeth and becoming a carnivorous
quadruped. That is tho life history of
tho frog.

FOR every degree of temperature of
the air there is a maximum limit of
water vapor to the cubic inch which
the air is capable of bearing. So, too,
for any given quantity ot vapor per
cubic inch, there is a temperat ire at
which the air will hold exactly so
much. This is the so-call- ed point of
saturation. Reduce tho temperature
below that point, and tho vapor begins
to condense, and assume the form of
dew, fog, mist, vapor, or rain.

Tesla. the electrician, su-rcest- that
sinco

.
images. are recognized in tho

1 : 1 V-- a1 1 e a. iuruiu iuiuujju me muuium oi me
retina and the ODtic nerve, it mav b
possible for the brain to evolve an

A 1imago upon ine retina oy a sort or re-
flex action when the mental picture is
formed in tho mind, and that possibly
means may at some time ba obtained by
which this imaire uuon tho retina mav
be recognized so that the true mind
reacting may do eiiecteu.

Snakes have their usefulness in tho
world. They aro the scavengers of
swamps and mDtasses where otupr ani
mals of size are unable to penetrate or
exist, ii is in tno tropics, ol course,
that serpents chioflv abound. All
snakes are of tropical origin, but some
species nave spread into co3ier lati-
tudes. In verv cool countries thorn am
no snakes. Contrary to the popular
ceuei, mero... are some snakes in Ire- -
land, but they aro very rare.

BOOK-MAKIN- G.

The first book to havo its leave
numbered was Esop's Fables, printed
oy caxion in 1434.

CHINESE printing is rertainlv n
early as A. D. books of that date
ueing now in existence.

Stereotyping in the main, accord
ing to the present method, wa3 invent
ed in 1 4 u by Tilloch.

The first English paper mill was sot
up in 1470. but no book was printed nn
English paper until 1495.

Three-fourth- s of the inventions
used in book-bindin- g are duo tn the in
genuity of American binders.

The earliest book in which copper-
plate engravings wero Used as an
adornment was issued in 1470.

IN U. C. 407 tho pricn of wooden ap--
count books for merchants use was a
drachma each about 18 cents.

IN B. C. 400 two Pieces of nanvnu.
for copying an account, cost drachma
and 4 oboli, or nearlv 40 cents.

THE first Printed books hnrt ihrr
leaves printed on ono side only, tho
blank sides being pasted together.

SOME of the earlv printed hnok-K- . in
order to imitate manuscripts, had tho
initials ana borders painted by hand.

IN IST.'J two conies of dntonherrrVi
Latin Biblo wero bold; ono on vellum
orougnt .J,400; ono on paper, 2,()'JO.

The librarv of Göttinnen hm a Tlihln
written on palm leaves. Thorn am
5,373 pages, each mado of a single leaf.

Many of tho earlv wood cuts em
ployed in books were painted over hv
hand, after tho printing had been
done.

Earthenware bricks or tile, with
characters engraved or stamped on
them, were undoubtedly tho first
books.

The first known examnln of hook- -
binding in boards, in tho modern
stylo, was a Latin psalter, in tho ninth
century.

GRAINS OF GOLD.

We are never so stronrr . when w
are thankful.

IN proportion as peonlo lovo thov bo- -
como unselfish.

"WitnN tho heart SDeaks tho whola
man will say amen.

GREAT dancers surround tho man
whoso life is aimless.

KEEP the heart riffht and the feet
will not go far astray.

BELIEF is the rudder bv which th
ship of life is directed.

The fact that we oddoso the pond is
proof that we aro bad.

IT is possible to become liacl under
the best circumstances.

THERE is nothing morn rnwawllir
than being afraid of the truth.

MANY Of the things wo consider ml.
amities aro blessing, in disguise.

People who can bo anoiled hv h
praise aro no account to begin with.

Three precious thirgs that many
throw away: Time, money and health.

WE grow to bo what wo like. If
we love tho pure wo aro suro to prow
in purity.

TTnw
for doing things we scarcely notice in.itomers.

THERE is no blacker kind of c1fiah.
ness than that which wears tho cloak
of hyprocrisy.

THE devil never Ktavs aw.-n.k-n fr
watch tho man who is trying to bo ro-ligio- us

bocauso ho believes it will pay
him.

llheumatic Royalty.
Royalty's knees trouble it very much.

The worst kind of cranks and cramps
affect this portion of its anatomy, ana
when King Rheumatism comes along
tho first thing ho does is to plump
down on this lap of luxury, as It wore.
Queen Victoria can scarcely walk for
the Tain in her knee-pa- n. and all her
dutiful children are similarly in on-venion-

at times by the samo mal
ftdy. . ... .

NATURE'S RESERVOIR.

The Vast Sea Which Underlies All ihe
West.

The llooJs which have lately visited
Te as west of San Antonio wei'e caused
by tho breaking foith of that mysteri-
ous subterranean sea whieu underlies
so large a portion of the v est and has
so oiton l?en tapped for fresh water
through tho medium of artes an wvils.
If the sources oi the urtei.in wills
have been invaded by this accident,
the consequences will I,e far leachiiiir
and disastrous indeed. In scores and
perhaps hundred of towns in the Mis
sis?ipi;i Valley and on ihe table lan s
of that great river shea waters, the
liquid crystal treasure taut lij far e-lo- w

th surface upm which the t wns
are built have be-- n drawn w on to iur
nish water, not only ;or drinking, i u i
nary, and steaming purp jses mil uu
extinguishing of tire. but. i.i s. me
cases, for power a wo 1. If the ar-te-ia- n

supply consists of no a t ir.

or even of ro-ervo- irs lieo y c
and the Texas disaster h is

opened a big leak, then a noticeable
decrease in the flow of the wells every-
where may be looked for, while maiiy
must go dry altogether.

If such a leak has or should really
occur tho nature of a vat section of
tho United States would undoubtedly
undergo change, for, not only would
many towns and ranches be deprive 1
of their water supply, but tho witti-draw- al

of the water's support in m the
crust o: earth and rock that now lies
above it would inevitably cause con-
siderable regions to settle," thus chang-
ing tho surface of the country as well
as depriving it of much of its water
supply. It would, in fact, produ o tho
effect of a widespread earthquake.

YOUNG, BUT A WISE OBSERVER.

What a Little French Girl Saw at a Hall to
Amuse Her.

The little French girl stood at my
elbow while I wrote. She was leaning
on tho window sill, one little hand sup-
porting her black head, says a writer
in tho New York Advertiser. Far
across the lawn sb.o could hear the riso
and fall of music and the sound of
laughter and of tripping feet. Red
and pink lanterns swung from tho bal
conies in tho night breeze. I was very
lonely. It wasnt complimentarv to
the littlo French girl, but the little
French girl did not care for dancing
and I did. Suddenly she gavo a littlo
laugh.

VVhy aro you giggling?" I asked
rather crossly.

"Because the world amuses me," she
murmured.

A very good reason, to lxj suro. But
when the world amused me I never
laughed. Patinetto is more than clover
for 10 jears, and more bizarre in her
notions than clever, so I asked:

"Why does it amuse you?"
"Well, par example, is it not bete to

dance, to dance, alwa's ono way,
round and round, with no aim to get
nowhere, only to go rourd, to twirl?"

4,Yes, very stupid."
"And is it not bote to stay up till 12

when ones bed is ready at and one's
eyes sleepy? And is it not stupid to
wear a decollete gown and long gloves
when one's arms aro prettier than one's
neck? Tho world m amuse!" Andsho
laughed softly to herself, and I could
not help thinking what she said was
true: and I no loncrer envied tho morrv- -
makers, but thought anyone would
envy mo my solitudo a deux and my
intellectual companion. Some moods
need only a straw to balance them.

He, Too, Had Grieved.
There lived down in Cambridge, Ind..

a well-know- n old gentleman by tho
name ot Josiah JNixon, who in early
boyhood had acquired tho habit of
gross exaggeration. Tho habit had
grown upon him so that ho believed
everything he said was tho truth, no
matter how great tho exaggeration.
After he had reached tho ripe old age
of three-scor- e and ten somo of the dea-s-(

ns in the church thought it was too
much liko lying to pass unnoticed, and
it was decided, after a great deal of
consido ation, that tho old gentleman
must bo churched.

Uno evening while he was seated in
front of his door, telling a small circlo
of neighbors about tho way the pion-
eers had to live, tho gate opened and
the delegation of deacons filed in.

44 Yes," the old gentleman was savin?".
we had hard times then. I lived two

years on grass and hickory bark on
Sundays. Wo used to ca.l Sundays
'bark days' on that account, and that's
tho only way wo could tell when Sun
day come. Bears! I see 1,200 great
big varmints onc't around our camp,
and I killed

"Uncle Josiah," broke in one of tho
deacons, "-.r- e havo come to see you
about this habit of yours. You have
the unpleasant habit of forgetting tho
truth when talking, and we havo come
to remonstrate with you."

I know it, deacon," replied tho old
man, as ho looked around. "I know it,
and 1 want to toll you that I have
grieved over that failin' of mine 5o0,- -
U0O times a day for the past 200 years."

Indianapolis Sentinel.

Great Hritain's Navy Undermanned.
Tho ono great lesson of tho British

naval maneuvers which have just been
concludod appears to bo that tho navy
is undermanned to a serious degree.
On this point all tho correspondents
aro agreed. Although nothing liko tho
number of ships havo been commis-
sioned which would be required in
tho case "of a real war, It
was impossible to find proper crews
for thorn. The naval reserve, ac
cording to the London Daily Chroni
cle, wa3 drawn up as it was never
drawn up before, and yet ships wero
mobilized with about two-thir- ds of
their proper complements, and in somo
cases scarcely a half of their proper
complement of officers, "acting sub
lieutenants that is to say, midship
men being put to keep watch end
generally do tho duties that ought to
fall upon lieutenants." Tho Daily
Chroniclo makes a demand for a ort
sorvico system. It proposes that lads
entered at from fourteen to fifteen
years should pass through tho navy
and alter from ton to twoivo years'
service go into tho mercantile marino,
with a Fmall annual sum as a retainer.

New York Evening Post.

Oscar Wilde's Reply.
A 6tory is being told that on tho

death recently of tho groat scholar,
Walter l'ator, tho editor of a London
evening paper telegraphed to Oscar
Wilde to ak him to supply somo per-
sonal gossip about tho dead man, who
was known to be a friend of tho ex-rcsthe- tic,

whereupon Mr. Wilde wired
back: "Loavo the gossip to the jackals,
cot tho lions, of literature."

FIGHTING WITH A SHARK.

A Man Out Swimming Is Attacked by a
Man-Kate- r.

Milton ihane, of Pablo, was recently
swimming1 around outside tho surf and
tn oying himself in the water as only
ai expert swimmer can, says the Flor-
ida Timo--- c nion. When he was alout
ix hundred yards from the beach,

fioati g on his back, he was attacked
by a siiark.

Shane immediately realized his din-
ger and exerted every effort to tight
tho fish off and at the same time reach
the shore, liut the shark was fero-i- .

us, and as often a- - rei ulsed would
return again to tho attack. The voung
man. by clear-headedne- ss and bravery,
was iib.o in somo degree to evade ttie
monster s ; ttacks. but not altogether,
as at every dart of the iish part of tho
unlortunate swimmer's t o-- h was torn
away. But it was a struggle f.r very
life, and finally the young man reached
shallow water, and then the beach, al-
most exhausted from exertion and loss
of blood.

It was found that his thigh boro no
less than twenty-si- x separate wounds
mado by ihe shark's teeth, which, ow-
ing to their peculiar formation, tore
away tho llesh at every incision. A
sea captain, who examined Shanes
hurts, taid that judging from ihe
marks the fhark could not have been
less than tn feet lonar.

Shane's wounds, though many and
painful, are not considered dangerous.

He Met His Match.
Ho was all that's bravo and manlv.

Ho had omulated Stanley and had trav- -
I rsed wilds where white man ne'er
j had set his foot before. Ho just gloried
in a oattio, ior he loved to hear tne
rattlo of tho bullets ani tho sounding
of the cannon's deadly roar.

Ho would fight a 'hundred people.
Ho would climb tho highest steeple,
though ho knew by that rash act ho
was courting certain death. Ho would
face a raging tiger, ho would swim tho
turbid Niger, and he'd wa k up to a
cannons mouth and never bato his
breath.

There was nothing that could scare
him. Ho ventured in tho harems of
the wildest, fiercest pasha that e'er
lived on Turkey's coast. In a grave-
yard he had wandered late at night,
and thcTo had pondered if it would bo
his fortune just to tee a real ghost.

Ho was bravo beyond all question.
There had ne'er been a suggestion
that tho stories of his 1 oldr.ess wero
not made up of tho truth; but, alas!
his courage failed him when a rotten
molar ailed him, for he didn't havo
tho nerve to let a dentist pull his
tooth. Now York World.

There Are Others.
It is a pleasant world, and there aro

no end of good people in it. But tho
seamy side is there, too, and the sto-
ries that como from that side now and
then aro such as to make ono ashamed
to bo happy, almost. "I went to soo
my washerwoman when I heard sho
was ill," a Boston lady, in tho
Transcript, "and found she had been
in bed for nearly a week. Her hus-
band is in the habit of coming homo
very drunk, and throws things at her
and beats her. This time it was worse
than usual. Sho had been very badly-pounded-

.

I found that it had hap-
pened many timos, yot sho supported
him and her two children by washing.
I indignantly told hor that sho ought
to leave him and live in peace with her
children. "Ah, ma'am," sho answered,
"they's worse than him'."

Mixed in His English.
An English paper publishes tho fol-

lowing letto , addressed by an Indian
native soldier to his commanding
officer: "Honored sir: Having been
amputated from my family for some
years and as I havo complaints of the
abdomen, coupled with great conflagra-
tions of the internals, and prostration
of all desiro for work, with also the
disgorgii g of my dinnor, I hopo your
highness will excuse my attending at
orderly rcom for nine or ten days more,
and in duty bounds shall ever pray for
tho ta uhrity cf your tompor and tho
enlargement o:' your family."

Tho Slippery Razor Clam.
Mollusks are not supposed to bo

racers, but the razor clams, which
abounds on the Cape shore, is about as
hard to catch as a weasel asleep. They
havo a foot that they project at the
other end of a long, narrow shell, and
by means of it can work their way
through tho sand with astonishing
rapidity. Even if you approach o

carefully that tho jar of your footfall
doesn't alarm it, and if by a quick
movement you saize the projecting
end, you aro not likely to pull out the
clam, though you crush tho end of tho
shell in your lingers.

A Musical Dinner Service.
An American woman has lately re-

ceived what must bo termed to most
original of wedding presents. It is a
musical dinner service, of which each
plate l ogins to play a tuno when put
upon the table. Tho soup plates aro
accredited with marches as suiting tho
temper of the guests at that moment
of solemnity, but as dinner progresses
and tho wine and courses do their en-
livening work, tho harmonies brighten
accordingly, till at dessert tno covers
are ringing out tho maddest of polkas
and galops.

Itlasting tho Palisades.
Until recently, tho Palisades of tho

lower Hudson have escaped the hands
of the contractors and quarrymen, al-

though thero aro fow spots in this
country where richer deposits of gran--i

o aro found. Now, however, a firm
of contractors, by exp oding dynamite,
3,000 pounds at a time, is making a
hugo excavation in tho front of tho
Palisades, which will in a short time
transform them from things of boauty
to ordinary stono quarries.

LonR-Distan- co Itaco on Stilts.
A race recently took placo in France

which was as novel as it was original.
The contestants, mounted on stilts,

tho foat of walking fromBjrformed to Biarritz, a distance of
over Ü50 miles, in a littlo over four
days. Tho winner, asido from rather
cramped legs, doclarod he folt as well
as ever.

(J rowtli or the Orange Industry.
Tho growth of tho orango industry

In Florida has increased lrom a pro-
duction of (.00,000 boxes in 1885 to
3,500,000 for tho season just closed,
and, according to conservative esti-
mates, tho combined crop will bo fully
6,000,000 boxes, of which over 4,000,000
will bo marketed, I

iM

i

i

I

HARDWARE

Don Poke
Tlu Fire you don't lmvo tu open your
draft, shake the jrate gently never open
tin1 door only to put in find. Tlu Round
Oak is air tiht shut the draft, you stop
tho fire. Open it a littlo it jives you a

steady, even heat ptu feet control, that's
what you have a little practice and you
understand why we are enthusiastic you
are too there are none like it. See the
name on the leg. Sold only hy

Ketch am Wilson
Who can show you many Hargain.; in

SEASONABLE : HARDWARE.
COM K AND SKI-- : I S.

RALE!
3SJ) B.-QU- ICK.

Tiie Sand of Time is swiftly running and the

( Great Bargain Sale J

V. THE MODEL J"J

Os. will soon be past, we are I 1

determined to
close out all0

' - - "ffJ NOTIONS, : Q
In order to make room for our fTfl

f GIANT STOCK OF

( GROCERIES,
And we have buried the knife to Ihe very hilt in prices. You can buy a I

11 good Cloth Dress Pattern at the price you pay others for Calico. II

Yours very respectfully,
W. H. ALBERT, Agent.
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Just Watch Our

AVe have largest assortment of Watches
and Clocks county, and

Our Prices Sell Goods.

Christmas Novelties are coming in
day,

Don't be Too Late.

your selections and we will keep them
you. We are most accommodating people

earth and don't
believe give call

become convinced.
AVe keep

i 1 1 La

:AJjVVilIO
Lowest.
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Hustling
Jewelers,

Michigan Porte
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Smoke.

the

Make

of Every Description
AT TU 12

INDEPENDENT OFFICE.


